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Greetings, 

     The good news is God is at work in the 
Cedar Valley-Nauvoo Mission Center. The 
good news is God is up to something; not 
just in one place, but in many places, and 
within the lives of many people. I want you   
to join me in believing that God is up to 
something. Come, let us examine our lives, 
both church and secular, to discern where 
the Holy Spirit is leading us. 

     I am honored yet awed by the responsi-
bility to which I have been entrusted.  At the 

same time, I am grateful for those who have provided leadership 
to the mission center and enabled us to move out in faith believ-
ing. I want to express my gratitude to Dale Warner for bringing 
us to this point in time. The mission center is in the position it is 
because of your leadership. Also, to Rex Sandidge for helping 
us realize our stewardship over time, talents and temporal gifts; 
and to Jane McDonald, Dennis LaRoque and Tom DeWitt  for 
their ministry in various leadership roles for many years. Thank 
you! Thank you! Thank you! 

So, where does that bring us?  It brings us to internalizing 
the Enduring Principles. Let us journey together with the         
assurance that the principles tell the world what we stand for.  

How do we move forward?  The Mission Initiatives provide a 
framework for the discerning process. I certainly donôt have all 
the answers, but as a church grounded in Christ we have a     
vision that reaches beyond the now seen horizon. Together we 
can make a difference in our congregations, communities,     
mission center, Northeast Mission Field and the world church.   
It only takes a spark, as the campfire song lyrics proclaim. 

The time for business as usual is past. The time to discern 
and move forward in faith believing is upon us. We have been 
admonished that the hastening time is near. God is up to some-
thing we have never seen  before. 

I look forward to meeting with you, worshipping with you and 
working together with you. Come, let us journey together! 

Blessings, Doug 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CVN USA Mission Center 

Doug McFarlane, president *  

36 7th Avenue, SE  

Oelwein, IA 50662  

dmac36@mchsi.com  

(319) 283-2154 (home)  

(563) 663-2220 (cell)  

Dan Spray, counselor  

304 N. Jackson Street  

Mt Pleasant, IA 52641  

dsspray@iowatelecom.net  

(319) 385-7496 (home)  

(319) 931-7261 (cell)  

Rusti Sparks, counselor *  

512 Commercial 

Reinbeck, IA 50669 

sparkie@reinbeck.net 

(319) 788-2119 (home) 

(319) 269-0491 (cell) 

Larry McGuire, spiritual advisor  

3000 28th Ave.  

Marion, IA 52302 

lmcguire@cofchrist.org 

(319) 533-1053 

Robert Cook, financial officer  

14991 E 1400 St. 

Macomb, IL 61455 

Robert@rcooks.com 

(217) 357-3308 

Gayla Burgess, administrative 

assistant /recorder  

3361 Quail Trail Ct 

Marion, IA 52302 

gaylacofc@gmail.com (new) 

(319) 213-1056 

* To be sustained April 29 
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January 

15 ð Racial Justice Day 

27-29 ð e3Class, Camp Nauvoo 

February  

11 ð Camp Nauvoo Operations Mtg. 

       World Church Hymnal Workshop 

       Valentine Dinner Theater, Moline* 

12 ð Youth Ministries Day 

       World Church Hymnal Workshop  

22 ñAsh Wednesday, Lent begins 

25 ð MC Presidency Mtg. 2:30, Cedar Rapids 

March  

4 ñ World Hunger Emphasis 

24 ð CVG Operations Mtg. 

25 ð MC Presidency, Role of Scripture training 

21ñFort Madison White Elephant Sale and Dinner* 

31 ð Moline Easter Craft Class* 

April  

1 ñ Palm Sunday 

5 ñ Maundy Thursday 

6 ñ Good Friday / Churchõs Anniversary 

14 ð Melchisedec Priesthood Gathering 

15 ð CofC Presidentõs Annual Address 

21 ð CVG Workday 

21-22 ñ e3 Class, Camp Nauvoo 

28 ðTemple School: Survey of New Testament 

   @ Carthage 

29 ð Spring MC Conference, Davenport 

May 

6 ñ MC Presidency Conference Call 4 p.m. 

13 ð Motherõs Day 

14 ð-18 CVG Renovations 

19 ð Aaronic Priesthood Gathering 

26 ð CVG Workday 

27 -- Endowment Day 

30 ð Memorial Day 

June 

7 ñ Moline Picnic in the Park 

9 ñ CVG Workday 

10 ð CVG Operations Mtg. 

10-16 ð Sr. High Camp, Nauvoo 

16-22 ð Reunion 1, CVG 

23 ð- Camp Nauvoo Operations Mtg. 

23-29 ð Reunion 2, Camp Nauvoo 

30 ð Jr. Camps, CVG and Camp Nauvoo 

 

July 

1-3 ð Jr. Camps, CVG and Camp Nauvoo 

8-14 ð Jr. High Camp, CVG 

21-28 ð Spectacular, Graceland University 

August  

3-6 ð Grad Camp, Camp Nauvoo 

25 ñ Camp Nauvoo Budget Mtg. 

26 ñ MC Council Mtg., Burlington, 2 p.m. 

September  

2 ñ World Hunger Emphasis 

7-9 ð e3 Class, Camp Nauvoo 

15 ð Aaronic & Melchisedec Priesthood Gathering 

16 ð Heritage Day 

       CVG Operations Mtg. 

22 ð CVG Workday 

30 ð MC Presidency Mtg., Iowa City, 2 p.m. 

October  

14 ð Fall MC Conference, CVG 

19-21 ð Graceland University Homecoming 

20 ð Camp Nauvoo Workday 

26-28 ð Peace Colloquy, Independence 

27 ð CVG Workday 

November  

10 ð CVG Operations Mtg. 

11 ð MC Council Conference Call, 4 p.m. 

       Veteranõs Day 

22 ð Thanksgiving 

December  

2 ñ First Sunday of Advent 

9 ñ Temple Advent Service, Independence 

15 ð Moline Cookie Exchange & Luncheon 

25 ð Christmas 

31 ð New Yearõs Eve  

* See Whatõs Happening on page 11 

 

 

A glance at the year ahead  ñ 2012  

Doug McFarlane, Ray 

Miller and Rusti Sparks 

visit during a break at 

the Jan. 7 mission center 

leadership training    

workshop in Burlington. 

Photo by Dennis LaRoque 
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City Center, Willow Grove, Moline, Rock 

Falls, Galesburg, Pekin 

Deb Luce, community team leader  

 720 2nd Street  

 Camanche, IA 52730  

 dsluce46@yahoo.com  

 (563) 212-3128 (cell)  

Pam and Dennis LaRoque, seventy 

Christine Fairbrother, Marilyn Rice, DGR*  

Still open, evangelist, youth and young adult 

ministries representatives. 

 

Muscatine, Burlington, Davenport,     

Fort Madison, Mount Pleasant  

Evelyn Dustin, community leader 

 PO Box 253  

 Wayland, MO 63472  

 djdustin2@gmail.com  

 (660) 754-6694 (home)  

 (660) 341-7802 (cell)  

Josh Goff and Dave Loy, seventy 

John Robertson, evangelist 

David LaRoque, DGR 

Still open, youth and young adult ministries   

representatives. 

Keokuk, Carthage, Quincy, Hannibal, 

New Canton, Nauvoo 

Ron Howell, community leader**   

 PO Box 105  

 Carthage, IL 62321 

 howell2@frontier.com 

 (217) 357-3738 

Don Richardson, seventy 

Lee Ourth, Tom DeWitt, Lloyd Tripp,   

evangelists 

Robert Cook, DGR 

Still open, youth and young adult ministries  

representatives. 

 

Cedar Rapids, Maquoketa, Clinton,    

Waterloo, Iowa City  

Mark Parrott, community leader **   

 1112 Bluff St. 

 Cedar Falls, IA 

 Mark.parrott@uni.edu 

 (319) 830-2772 

Peg Dokken-Opat and Jim Dougherty,    

seventy 

Chris Sparks, evangelist 

Lee Wakefield, DGR 

Lisa Hill, youth ministries  

Still open, young adult ministries representative. 

*DGR (Disciples Generous Response) 

**(to be sustained April 29) 

Delegates to the 2011 fall conference 

approved a new community group struc-

ture that reduces the number of commu-

nity groups from five to four and creates 

a support team for each group. The goal 

is for each team to have a community 

group leader, a seventy, an evangelist, 

and young adult ministries, youth minis-

tries, and disciples generous response 

representatives who will work together 

with local pastors to grow the ministries 

within their individual community group. 

The groups and teams are listed on left. 

 

In biblical terms the first Satur-

day of 2012 was a day for putting on 

òthe full armor of Godó for members 

of the mission center presidency and 

the four new community group teams. 

In todayõs words it was a day that 

opened in worship and closed with 

participants leaving with fresh vision 

and a box of tools to use as they sup-

port pastors and congregations. 

Eighteen mission center leaders, 

including guests, participated in the 

retreat hosted by the Burlington con-

gregation.  It was a day for gathering 

òideas on shared leadership with the 

expectation of how to discuss and use 

these in your community groups,ó 

said Larry McGuire, president of sev-

enty and retreat leader. 

Dwelling on the theme, òYou 

Canõt Do It Alone, ó participants were 

encouraged to support each other as 

well as the pastors and congregations 

in their community groups.   

òChristian Reflections on the Lead-

ership Challengeó was recommended 

as a resource to study and share with 

congregation leaders. The book de-

fines leadership as òthe art of mobiliz-

ing others to want to struggle for 

shared aspirations.ó Three Commu-

nity of Christ publications also were 

recommended for study: òSharing in 

Community of Christ: Exploring Identity, 

Mission, Message, and Beliefs 2nd edition;  

òCommunity of Christ: An Illustrated His-

tory,ó by David Howlett, Barbara 

Waldon and John Hamer; and 

òUnderstanding the Way:  Exploring our 

Christian Faith,ó by Charmain and Tony 

Chvala-Smith, Community of Christ 

theologians in residence. 

Effective leaders model the way, 

inspire a shared vision, enable others 

to act and encourage the heart, par-

ticipants learned. They also seek inno-

vative ways to change and grow, Larry 

said. òFind your voice; clarify your 

personal values, envision the future, 

enlist others in common vision, foster 

collaboration, strengthen others, and 

say ôthank you.õ ó 

Two goals were identified during 

a break-out session led by President 

Doug McFarlane: enhancement of 

both campgrounds and planning a 

renewal retreat for pastors. 

ñ Bev Lindburg, reporting 

Retreat leader Larry 

McGuire, second from 

left, stands with        

Burlington hosts to    

ask Godõs blessing on 

the delicious food they 

had prepared.  

Photo by Dennis LaRoque 

Mission: Develop Disciples to Serve 
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The Iowa City congregation 

opened their doors Sept. 24 for 

the first of what is hoped will be 

many Aaronic Ministries gather-

ings. To say it was a success 

would be an understatement.  

God chose that time and place to 

minister to his servants. Many 

thanks to: 

¶ The 33 registered attendees 

and to their spouses and 

friends who swelled our 

number to more than 40. 

¶ Carolyn Otis and her team 

for providing a meeting place 

that provided comfort and 

closeness of spirit.  

¶ Judy Pfohl, Iowa City Aaronic 

Ministries Council represen-

tative, who seemed to be 

everywhere at once, assisting 

Deb in the kitchen, me and 

all who attended. 

¶ Shirley Spray, who provided 

music as well as support to 

her own ministers and every-

one who attended. 

¶ My wife, Deb, who worked 

so hard at providing the food 

and drink we shared and 

who, along with many others, 

made sure everything was 

clean when we were done. 

¶ Last but not least, Larry 

McGuire, president of sev-

enty, whose dynamic ministry 

inspired and renewed our 

spirit and commitment.  

Larry touched on many issues 

we need to take to heart in 

making our ministry grow: 

the Enduring Principles and 

Mission Initiatives; what we 

believe as a church; the need 

for action; and the history of 

our church, often forgotten 

but important if we are to 

understand who we are and 

what God wants of us. 

Many of the assessment 

forms indicated how excited and 

moved the participants were by 

God's ministry and the way Larry 

was led to present it. 

Another Aaronic gathering is 

planned for May 19, and I am 

working with Ray Miller, chair of 

Melchisedec Ministries, on plans 

for a combined gathering with 

the Melchisedec priesthood  on 

Sept. 15. 

In speaking with Roger Reid, 

Roger shared how God had made 

him aware that he needed to be 

available.  When we think about 

our ministry, is that not what 

God has done for us? He made 

himself available through his 

soné available to all, saint and 

sinner alike! Available to those in 

need! Thinking about what a suc-

cessful gathering we had ñ made 

so by a God who is available to 

us ñ as ministers of Christ is this 

not what we should be asking 

ourselves? Are we available? Will 

we be available when called? 

May God bless each of you  

throughout the coming year.  

Roy Luce, chair 

Aaronic Ministries  

Melchisedec Ministries Chair 

Ray Miller 

2323 Walker Lane 

Keokuk, IA 52632 

rmiller48@earthlink.net 

(319) 524-2836 (home) 

(319) 795-8138 (cell) 

Aaronic Ministries Chair 

Roy Luce 

720 2nd St. 

Camanche, IA 527730 

lucefam@mchsi.com 

(563) 219-2154 

Aaronic Gathering Renews, Inspires 
Prayer Requests 

Paul Wilson, Muscatine 

Steve Comstock , Muscatine 

Kim Benesh, Iowa City 

Tom Fine, Iowa City 

Clayton/Donna Henry, Iowa City 

Millie/Bob Laudie, Iowa City 

Karen Olsen, Iowa City 

Martha Wakefield, Iowa City 

Don/Marilyn Rice, Galesburg 

Bette Erdmann, Moline 

Charlotte Smiddy, Moline 

Lucy Mitchell, Moline 

Jackie Johnson, Moline 

Muriel Sackfield, Moline 

Ruth Kraklow, Moline 

Vivian Throgmorton, Moline 

Helen Sherman, Maquoketa 

Maxine Sherman, Maquoketa 

Sharon Derganz, Maquoketa 

Barbara/Tom Dewitt, Nauvoo 

Linda Etchison, Nauvoo 

Janie Ourth & family, Nauvoo 

Shirley Guthrie, New Canton 

Scott Whitson, Macomb 

Peg Dokken-Opat, Waterloo-CF 
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Rusti Sparks is ordained to the office 

of high priest by Evangelist Chris 

Sparks, assisted by High Priest Sue 

Phipps, Oct. 16, during the mission 

center conference worship service. 

Photos/Dennis LaRoque  

 

2011 Fall Conference at Camp Nauvoo 
 

City Center Ministries and 

its food pantry volunteers 

wish to thank the mission 

center and those who      

attended the fall conference 

for the $300 donation to the 

pantry. Your generosity has 

made a difference for those 

we serve in inner-city      

Davenport. THANK YOU! 

 

Child Protection Workshop 
Fills JS Historic Site Theater 

Karen Waring 

More than 50 members who work with children and youth across the Cedar 

Valley-Nauvoo USA Mission Center, listen intently to Karen Waring, child 

protection coordinator for Community of Christ, during a Child Protection 

Workshop Nov. 12 in Nauvoo. Ms. Waring explained the churchõs policy and 

practices for protecting children and youth as well as for those who super-

vise their activities. 


